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Abstract

Extraordinary construction projects have been produced throughout time and in all geographic regions and
conserving these heritage structures is a demand from society. The preservation and continued use of more
mundane existing structures is both sustainable and environmentally responsible, but a just as important an
act of culture that helps in safeguarding, recognizing and continuing cultural and historic traditions.

In this paper, the authors aim to understand historical construction practices by focusing on historically
significant buildings and structures in different countries. The paper presents an overview and analysis of
strategies and approaches for handling the preservation process used in case studies presented in SED 15
published by IABSE.

The analysis aims (1) to discover the problems in the design of interventions in heritage structures, (2) to
discuss the question for interventions or no interventions on existing structures as a question of risk, (3) to
show how interventions on existing structures can be reached successfully under current conditions and
restrictions, (4) to present the basis on which IABSE Task Group 2.1 aims to work on guidelines for
existing/heritage structures.
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