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SUMMARY 

The first two welded road bridges in Poland were designed by Stefan Bryła, Professor at the technological 
universities in Lwów and later in Warsaw. The bridges became operational in 1929 and 1931, respectively. 
The first bridge is of a truss structure and is the first welded structure of this type in Europe, and indeed the 
world’s first road welded truss bridge. It became a listed monument in 1968. It was in service up to 1977, 
when it was relocated due to insufficient horizontal clearance. The second bridge is of a plate girder structure 
and it is still operational. The two welded road bridges are located over the Słudwia river near Łowicz, 
central Poland. In 2019, ninety years have passed since the first welded bridge in Poland became operational, 
while December 2018 saw the 75th anniversary of Professor Stefan Bryła’s tragic death. To mark these 
occasions, this paper briefly presents the Professor’s design and structural work, and discusses the stories of 
the first two welded bridges in Poland. 
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1. PROFESSOR STEFAN BRYŁA – HIS LIFE AND ACTIVITIES [1-5] 

Stefan Bryła (Fig. 1) was born on 17 August 1886 in Krakow, in what was then Austria-Hungary (today’s 
Poland). After graduating with distinction from secondary school in Stanisławów, in 1903 he attended the 
Imperial Technical University of Lemberg (later Lwów, Poland, and today Lviv, Ukraine). He graduated 
from university in 1908, also with distinction. In the same year he published his first paper “Spatial Influence 

 

 

Fig. 1. Professor Stefan Bryła (1886-1943). 

 

Fig. 2. Commemorative stone with Professor Bryła’s motto: 
“You have to think and you have to work”. 


